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KAMALA D. HARRIS
Attorney General of California
ALFREDO TERRAZAS
Serior Assistant Attorney General
JANICE K. LACHMAN
Supervising Deputy Attorney General
State Bar No. 186131
1300 T Street, Suite 125 -
P.O. Box 944255
Sacramento, CA 94244-2550 -
- Telephone: (916) 445-7384
Facsimile: (916) 327-8643
Attorneys for Complainant -

BEFORE THE
BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA .

.

In the Matter of the Statement of Issiies Against: | Case No. .20 iI1- /00 <4

SARAH LINTON, | |
“aka SARAHN., LINTON . : C
372 Ogden Street = STATEMENT OF ISSUES
Denver, CO 80218 : : : . .
. L Respondent.
Con’rp‘iainant alleges:
. PARTIES

1. = Louise R. Bailey, M.Ed., RN ("Cornplainant") brings this Statement of Issues solely
in her official capacity as the Executive Ofﬁcer of the Board of Reglstered Nursmg ("Board"),
Department of Consumer Affairs. . - ) ' .

' 2. Onor about September 4, 2010, the Board received an onllne application for

licensure by endorsement from Sarah Linton, also known as Sarah N, Linton ("Respondent").

That same day, Res}pondenr:oertiﬁed tnat all inforrnation provided in the application was true,

correct, and complete, The Board denied the application on January 18 2011.
STATUTORY AND REGULATORY PROVISIONS

3. Business and Professions Code (“Code”) section 2736. prov1des in pertlnent part, that

the Board may deny alicense when 1t finds that the apphcant has'committed any acts consututlng

grounds for denial of licensure under section 480 ofithat Code.
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4, Code section 480 states, in pertinent part:

: (a) A board may deny a license regulated by this code on the grounds
that the apphcant has one of the following:

(1) Been convicted of a crime: A conv1otron within the meaning of this
section means a plea or verdict of guilty or a conviction following a plea of nolo
contendere, Any action which a board is permitted to take following the -
establishment of a conviction may be taken when the time for appeal has elapsed, or

‘the judgment of conviction has been affirmed on appeal, or when an order granting

probation is made suspending the imposition of sentence, irrespective of a subsequent

_ order under the provisions of Section 1203. 4 of the Penal Code

(2)- Done any act involving dishonesty, fraud or decelt with the intent to

' substanually benefit himself or another, o substantially injure another; or

(3)(A) Done any act that if dbne bya hcenuate of the business or
profession i in question, would be grounds for suspension or revocation of license.

®) The board may deny a license pursuant to this subdivision only if the
crime or act is substantially related to the quahﬁcatlons functions, or duties of the
business or professmn for which application is made .

.5, Code sectron 2761 states, in pertlnent part

The board may take d1301p11nary action against a certified or 11censed
nurse or deny an application for a certrﬁcate or license for any of the following:

4 .

(@) Unprofessmnal conduct L

(4) Denial of licensure, revocat1on suspensmn restriction, or any other
disciplinary action against a health care professronal license or certificate by another
state or territory of the United States, by any other government agency, or by another
California health care professional licensing board, A certified copy of the decision-
or judgment shall be’ conclusrve ev1dence of that action
Ty : 1 I "

® Conviction of a felony or of any offense substantrally related to the
qualifications, functions, and duties of a registered nurse, in which event the record of

'the conviction shall be concluswe evidence thereof

6. Code section 2765 states: ‘. 5..; .

A plea or verdict of gurlty or a conviction following a plea of nolo
contendere made to a charge substantially related fo the qualifications, functions and
duties of a registered nurse is deemed to be a convittion within the meaning of this
article. The board may order the license or certifi¢ate suspended or revoked, or may
decline to issue a license or certificate, when the time for appeal has elapsed or the
judgment of conviction has been affirmed on appeal or when an order granting
probation is made suspending the 1mpos1t1on of sentence, irrespective of a subsequent
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order under the provisions of Section 1203.4 of the Penal Code allowmg such person
to withdraw his or her plea of guilty arid to enter a plea of not guilty, or setting aside
the verdict of gurlty, or d1smlss1ng the accusation, 1nforrnat10n or mdrctment

7. California Code of Regulations, title '1 6‘- section 1444 states, in pertinent part' ‘

“A conviction or act shall be cons1dered to be substant1a11y related to the
quahﬁcatlons functions or duties of a registered nurse if to a substantial degree it
evidences the present or potential unfitness of a registered nurse to practice ina
‘menner consistent with the public health, safety, or welfare. Such convictions or acts
shall include but not be limited to the followmg

(©) Theft dishonesty, fraud or decert
FIRST CAUSE FOR DENIAL

(Crlmlnal Convrctlon)
8. . Respondent’s application is subJe.ct to denial pursuant to Code sections 2736, 2761,

subdivision ), 480 subdivision. (a)(l) and 480 subdivision (a)(3)(A), 'in that on or about June -

23,2010, in the cr1m1na1 proceedmg t1t1ed State of Vermont v. Sarah Linton (V ermont Super Ct.
‘Chittenden Criminal DlVlSlOl‘l 2010 Case No 1030 3 10 Cncr), Respondent pled nolo

contendere to violating 13 V.S.A, 2002 (false pretenses ot false toKens $900 or less, a

misdemeanor), a crime substantially related to the qualifications, functions, and duties-of a

registered nurse. The circumstances of the crime are as set forth in paragraph 9 below.

SECOND CAUSE FOR DENIAL,

(Dlsclphnary Action by the Vermont State Board of Nursmg) '

9. Respondent's application is subJ ect to demal pursuant to Code sections 2736 2761,
subdivision (a)(4) and 480, -subdivision (a)(3)(A) on the grounds of unprofessmnal conduct, in
that she:was disciplined by the Vermont State Board of Nursrng (“Vermont Board”) as follows;
On or about May 12, 2010, pursuant to the Stlpulatlon and Consent Order in the drsclplmary
proceeding t1t1ed “In Re: Sarah N. Linton, Lreense No 026.0028696", Docket No. 2008-74, the
Vermont Board conditioned or restrrcted Respondent's license to practice as a registered nurse for
a minimum of one (1) year and unt1l Respondent completes any cond1t10ns or restitution ordered
hy the Chittenden District Court (Vermont Superior Court).. A true and correct copy of the
i
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Stipulation and Consent Order is attached as.exliibit A and incorporated herein. Respondent

admitted as follows: .
a. " On or about February 12, 2008, the Board recelved a complaint from Dr. R. G
advising that Respondent was under 1nvest1gat10n by Iocal state, and federal authontles for fraud.
b.  Respondent and Dr. R.G. had been'in a personal relatronsh1p that ended prior to Dr.
R.G.'s report to the Vermont Board

¢.”. On or about May 23, 2008 1n an interview with State Investrgator Gregory Kelly, Dr.

R G stated fhat in or around August 2006 Respondent advised her insurance company that she

had lost the engagement ring, Dr R G. gave her, when in reality, she did not lose the ring. Dr.
R.G. advised that Respondent had obtained $8,000 for this fraudulent clalm. Moreover, Dr. R.G.

advised that after his relationship with Respondent ended, he found out that she had fraudulently

! and without his permission opened a credit card in his name, and charged approximately $22,000

in purchases with the card without his permission o

d.  Onor about January 9, 2009, 1n an 1nterv1ew wrth Investrgator Kelly, Respondent

adm1tted that she had reported to her i insurance agency that she had lost the engagement ring in -

order to be paid $8,000 for the ring when the ring was never lost. Respondent also admitted that
in or around March 2007 she had opened a credit card in Dr R.G.'s name and had charged
purchases on the card without Dr. R.G.'s knowledge .

e.  Onorabout Apr11 10 2010, Respondent entered into a plea agreement in the criminal
proceeding identified above in Wthh she agreed to pay restitution in the amount of $8,205 10
State Farm and resfituition in the amount of $13, 877 14 to Chase Bank.

THIRD CAUSE FOR DENIAL

(Dlshonesty, Fraud or Decelt)
10. Respondent’s. app11cat10n s, subj ect to denial pursuant to Code section 480,

subdivision (a)(Z), in that she commrtted acts 1nvolv1ng drshonesty, fraud, or deceit with the intent

.to substantially benefit herself or another, or substantrally injure another, as set forth in

paragraphs 8 and 9 above.
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‘ S ERAVER ‘ '
WI-[EREFORE Complamant requests that a hearlng be held on the matters herein alleged,
and that followmg the hearing, the Board of Registered Nursmg issue a decision: |
1. ’, Denying the application of Sarah L_1r_1ton, also known as Sarah N, Lm_ton, fora

registered nurse license;

2. Taking such other and further actiohl as deemed necessary and proper.

DATED; (=R Y-/

7 LOUISE R. BAILEY, MED,, RN
£ Executive Officer
Board of Registered Nursing
Department of Consumer Affairs
State of California
Complainant '

ni
;

SA2011100477 ' o
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_ "EXHIBIT A .
STIPULATION AND CONSENT ORDER
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STATE OF VERMONT
SECRETARY OF STATE ‘
OFFICE Q¥ PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
BOARD OF NURSING

'INRE' ’ . y e
SARAN N. LINTON ). . Docket No. 2008-74
LlcenseNo 026. 0028696 o ") :

STIPULATION AND CONSENT ORDER
STIPULATION

NOW COME fhe State of Vetmont, by and through State Prosecutmg Attomey’
BotsyAnn Wrask, ‘and the Respondent, SarahN Linton, who stzpulata and agreo as foIIOWS

Board Authorlty

reprimands; suspsnd, Tevoke, limit, or condition current licenses; or prevent the.

- renewal of lapsed licenses if, after diseiplinary hearing, the Board finds that the
Respondent has engaged in nnprofessional conduct, 3 V.8.A. § 129(a); 3 V.8.A. §
12%a; 3 V.5.A. § 814(d); 26 V.8.A. §§ 1582 and 1595; the Administrative Rules of

the Board of Nursing (fhe “ARBN"); and the Rules of the Office of Profes smnal
; Regulahon

S&atement uf Facts

2. .Sargh N Linton (the “Respondent™) of Superior, Colorado is licensed by 'che State of
Vérmont as & Registered Nutse under licenss number 026.0028696. This license was
. - originally issued on or about April 1, 2007 and lspsed on or about March 31, 2009, -
" Respondent is also licensed by the Stete of Vermont as a Licensed Nursing Assistant
- under lcense number 075.0011154, This license was originally issued on or about
" April 10 2001 and lapsed on or ghout January 31, 2003,

KH On or about February 12, 2008, the Board received a complaint from Dr.R. C‘r

for fraud. o )

. 4. Respondant and Dr. R_G had bcen in apersomal mla’uonsb.xp ’chat ended pnor to Dr.

‘R G. 5 reportto the Board

' 'On or about May 23 2008 In an interview with S‘lfa.te Investigator G'regory Kelly, Dt.

. RiG. stated that in or around August 2006, Respondent advised her insurance

i, 9ompany thet sha had lost the engagement fing Dr, R.G. gave her, when in reality, she
.a4visg>denspo§1d§nt obtained a re1mbursemen1 of

he .JL

1L The Vermont State Board of Nursmg (the “Board”) has authonty 1o issue wammgs or.

RN

advising that Respondent i3 under investigation by local, state and federal au’chonties

Sk
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- $8,000.00 (eight thousand doliars) for this fraudulent claim. Moreovet, Dr. R.G:".
advised that after his relationship with Respondent endsd, he found out that
Respondent had fraudulently and without his permission opened e credit card in Dy,
R.G.’s name and charged approximately $22,000 (twenty-twg thousand dollars) in,

. parchases onio this card without his permissfon, .- D ..

6; . On or about January 9, 20.09‘ in .a.n iﬁ,tc’iviéiv with Tvestigator Kelly, Respondent
admitted that she had repotted to her insurance agency that she had lost the ,
engagement ying Dr, R.G. had given her in order t0 be paid $8,000.00 for the ring,

when the ring was never lost, . _
7. In this same interview, Respondent admitted that ghe had opened a credit card in Dr,
R.G.’s name without Dr. R.G,’s knowledge i1 or around March 2007 and charged
- purchases onthe card without Dr. R.G.'s knowledge.

8..  Inthis same interview, Responderit advised that she knew What she did Was wiong,
" Regpotident statedher actidns were acts of “total desperation.” Respondent advised

the money she fraudulently obtained was used in part to enable her to move to

Colorado, =~ . . : ' g : -

9. Respondent currently wotks as a marse in Denver, Colorado at Denver Children's
Hospital, - J : : : ' : ‘
N 10. ..Og or sbout April 10, 2010 pussuant to a Notice of Plea Agresment, Respondent
' ; agreed to plead Nolo Contendre to the charge of False Prefense or False Tokens $900
or Less (2 misdemeanor) in Chittenden Distriot Coust wader docket nurmber 1030-3-.
10 Cner. If agreed to by the cgurt, Respondent will be required to pay afine of o
mpproximately $256.00; puy restitution in the amount of $8,205.00 fo State Farm; and

pay restitufion'in the amount of $13,877.14 to Chase Bank.
o . "C,‘harges .
111, The act(s), omission(s), and/or oirenmstance(s) described above constitute grounds )
for discipline because the Respondent has committed unprofessional conduct in.
violation of: T : . '

8. 26 V.S.A. § 1582(2)(3) (nability to prective nursing competently by reason of
eny cause) which ineludes failure to conform to the essential standards of

' STATE OR YERMONT . acceptable and praveiling practice, pursuant to ARBN Chapter 4, Subchapter 4,
! )\ : Rule H(ngz); o . T .
" b, 26 VSA §15 82(5.)(7) (Engages in conduct of & character likely to.'d'cccivc,
L AR . deftand, or harm the public) which includes aiding, abetting,.or assisting any
G (T person in‘any act in violation of this chapter or acts against the best interest of the
= s 9 {,  public, pursuant to ARBN Chapter 4, Subchapter 4, Ruls I[(D)(10); and
5 b | R : !‘r, ) ' . ‘
: iy I g";' o
7 GobredimiatRegimton-. Y, 1 e Y
(S OBuldwingirest | F 0 .Y . .
o ....r,a-Muucpﬂlcn,.v';‘.;._‘ o i ,/ . . ' . 2.
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c. 3VSA.§ 129a(a.)(3) ('F aﬂmg to comply with provxsmns of federal or state
statutos or rules governing the practice of the profesaion),

Understandin g8

1112, Respondent adrmts that the facts above are tme a.nd that ﬂw cond:tzons below are

necessary to protect the public. K :

13, Respondent wderstands that the Nursing Board must review and accept the terms of
the Consent Ordey. If the Board rejects any porhon the entire Stipulation and
. Consent Order shall be null and void,

14, Raspondant sPemﬁcally waives any claims that any dxsolosures made to thie full
~Board during its review of this agroernent have prejudiced her rights to 4 fatr and
imypertial hqzaﬁng in future hearings if this agreemant i¥ ot aoce,pted by the BoarcL

15. Ras;;ondent has read and reviewed this entire document and agrecs thaf it contains the
entire agraemeut between the parnes :

16 - Respondant is not under the mﬂuence ofany. d:ugs ot zlcohol at the' tune she signs -

“this Stxpulatmn and Co::sent Order,

17, Respondant voluntanly enters into fhis agreement after the opp ortumty’to consult -
- .. with legal counsel and is not being coerced by anyone into sxgmng this Stipulation
and Consent Order, ' : : '

{18 . Respondent volun’canly waives her nght to a contested heanng beforc the Board of

© Nursing and walves any right to appeal from this Supulanon and Consent Ordex.
19, Respondent agrees tbat the Order set forth below tnay be entered by tha Board
. . . OR.DER . ' .
Bas’ed on the Stipulatibn éb ove, it is ORDERED AND ADJUDGED a5 fOIIOWS'

A, TheBoard hercby CONDITIONS Respondent®s ligense to praatxca as aregistered

. nuse FOR A MINIMUM OF ONE (1) YEAR AND UNTIL RESPONDENT
COMPLETES ANY CONDITIONS OR RESTITUTION ORDERED BY
CHITTENDEN DISTRICT COURT from the date of entry below, The
.conditions are as follows o ,

(1) Re-issue of License

Upon the commencement of these condmons, Respondent shall be 1ssued a hoense
labeled “cond1t1oned " ;

{1
)¢

(ZB;L g@ of Time andmons Imposed
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Thc condmons shall remain in place vntil Resp ondent has completed all conditions
ordercd Respondent shall be subject to the condmons until Respondent completes o
minimum of one (1) year of supervised nursing practlcc in which she works at least forty

"1 (40) hours every two (2) weelks as & registered nurze, Parl time howrs of less than forty (40)

hourg every two (2) weeks shall be ctedited on & prorated basis,

(3) Nottﬁcanon to Employers/Progyam Director.

any current or future getting in which Respondent practices asa mirse: and mform them of
Respondent’s conditlonal license stafus,

 Within ten (10) days of the date of entry of thls Conse.nt Order or of axiy subsequent
nursing amployment, Réspondent-shall cause Respondent’s immediate supervisor to write 1
the Board, on the employer’s letterhead, acknowledging receipt ofithe Stipulation and

K Consent Ordelr and the ability to comply. with the conditions in the Consent Order,

" Inthe event the Respondent is attendmg & nuxsing program which has a clinical portion
that invelves actual patient care, Respondent shall provide & copy of the Stlpula‘aon and
Consent Order to the Progratn Director, Respondent shall cavse the Program Dirsctor to
write to the Board, on school letterhead, acknowledging zeceipt of the Stipulation and

f Consenrt Order and the abxh’cy of the program fo oomply with thc conditions mfhe Consent
O):der dunng ¢linical expenancc .

(4) Reg orts from Employ ers/Prog:am Director.

Within one (1) month of the date of entry of thig Order or w:thin one (1) month of the
comméncement of nursing employment and monthly thereaffer, Resporident shall cause
every nursing employer the Respondét has workéd for during the month to submit to the

.{ Board an eveluation of Regpondent’s work performance and sttendance during thet month. °
This report shall be submitted In writing on forms issued by the Board. All employer reports

shell indicate satisfactory performance and attendance.
- Inthe event the Respondent is attending a nursing program, Respondent shall cause the. -

: Pro gram Director to submit to the Board, on a monthly basis, & written evaluation of her
| performarnice and attefidance. “This report shall be submitted in wefting on forms issued by the N

Board and aceompanied by-a cover letter on the school's letterhead, All Program Director
reports sha]l indicate satxsfactory performance and athendance . o

(5) Ethics Consel(s). ‘ '

Respondent must sucoessfu]ly oompletc (i.e., teceive a passing grads, if apphcablc) an
ethicg course(s) focusing on ethics with priox appmval by the Board or ite desipnee, and then
submit written documentation of completion (certificate of completion, ete.) to vetify the

| seme 1o the satisfaction of the Board or its designee,  This eourse must be completed within

ninety (90) days of the date of entry of this Sﬁpulanon end Consent Oxder

Responden’t shall practice as anurse onlyina setting thre Respond ent has on-site

J 8t p ervision for the entire shift by a livensed regxstered m:xse that is in good standmg with the
anrd :

.. | \J\,.r /,

Respondent shall provide a copy of this Shpulahon and Consent Order to all employez sin
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- | (7) Types of Employment Prohzbfced . .

Respondent shall not work in & supervisory role, Respondent shall not work for anurse
registry, traveling nurse agency, home health care agency, tamporary nursmg enaployment
agency or as a.privite duty nurge or persona) care provider requiring & musing or nursing
asmstant license during the effective peridd of this Consent Order,

|(8) Interview with the Board ar its Designee,

Respondent shall appcar in perscm for intcmaWs wlth the Board or its des1gnee upon
request.

(9) Notification of Place of Emnlovmenf/ Personal Address/Telephone Numiber,

Within. five (5) days of the date of entry of this Consent Order, Respondent shall notify
the Boatd, it writing, of hex current place of cmploymcn’c pers onal address, and telephone
number, Res;»ondent shall further notify the Board, in writing, within forty-eight 4 8) hours
of any change in employment, personal addrcss, or telephone nurrbet,

(I O) Out-of-State Practice,

Before any out-of-state practice can ‘be credited toward fulfillment of thesc terms and
cofiditions, Respondent shall first obtain approval from the Board priot. to Respondent

. { practicing as a nutse outside the State-of Vermont, If Respondent fails to redeive such
. | approval before pracficing as & nurse ontsids the State of Vérmont; none of the time spent

pragtioing as 2 hurse out-of-gtate will-be credited toward the fulﬁllment of the terms and -
sonditions of this Consent Order, The Board will approve out-of-state nursing practice so-
-1ong as thr:. Respondcn‘c can still comply with the provigions of this Consent Order

(11) I_\]otl:ficauon to Q_ther States ;

In the event ﬂl&t the Respondent is Keensed in mursing o any other state(s), she must
inform the nursing licensing board of the state(s) in which the Resp ondent i€ Ticensed of the
conditional status of her Vermont nursing license within thirty (30) days of the date of entry

| of this Order. If the Respondent fails to prowde suoh nouﬁcanon, it will be considered a

leatxon of this Order.

(12) Licenge Bgma;‘ - ' ‘
" If the Respondent's license expires whﬂe this Order is stillin cffcct this Ordcr does not
automatically extend the lcenses [n that situation, in arder to continug to practice as a Hurse;

)

. jithe Respondent must timely apply for renswal, pay the applicable feg and demonstrate &mt
* | she has othetwise comphed with the xequuements for license renewal,

(13) Costs, . : ’
The Respondent sl: all bear all costs of complymg with this Conscnt Ordcr

7

Tf the Respondent violates the texms of this Order-in agy I‘eSpeDt, the Board, aﬁer glving

S fthe  Regpondent notice and an, opportuiity to be heard, may rescind or modify this Order and
) 'Lrnpuse additional appropriate disciplinary actons, Ifa cornplmnt of unprofessional conduct

., :Mmlﬁd:n L
056001107

,fo tae
)

DA d\‘lﬁ Smc,t P Pa
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'Datcd' RN ' . . By

it
v r}blimon s»lpl(/

o

tis made agatnst the Respondent durmg the term of this Ordei ‘thig Order shall be

automatlcally extended until the merofesswnal conduct matter is ooncludcd

(15) Completion of Condmonal Licenge Period,

' After the conditional licénse period, the Respondent may petmon the Board to remove
any and al) condiions on het license. The Respondent must present proof that she has fully
oomphed with the terms of this Ordet.

1B Notvmhstandmg any provision abcve, the Rcsponden‘: Taust continue to meet all

Nursmg Bouard requirements for mamtammg a license, license renewal and license
. remstatement

{C. " This Stipulation and Conscnt Order s a matter of publio record and may be rep orted '

ta nther licensing authormes a$ prowded in3V.8.A §129(s).

.

J D ' This Sﬁpulatmn ahd Consant Order will yemain part of: Respondent’s hcenswg ﬁle o

and may bs used for pm-poscs of determinmg sanctions in aay future dxsmplmary
matter.

AGREED TO; e ‘STATE OF VERMONT

SECRBT YO TATE"

BetsyAns Weask -
", §tate Prosecutm,g Attomcy

Dited: 51D ‘o - .-By: ' /X)

" SARAHN, LH\ITON.
RESPONDENT

Dared: A 1100/ /10 . : Byl
©, - .= bareh N, Linton,

APPROVBD AS TO PORM 7

ATTORNEY FOR RESPONDENT

. Brooks G, MoArthur, Bsq.

APPROVED AND §0 ORDERED: ' VERMONT BOARD OF NURSING

s S0 - B'y'. % M
' Chmrperan»

Dits, ofEmh'y 5 /J&/ 0

f:."‘a/'.
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Forted L Byi_ : -

. AéREBDTO:

) VDated; L T Byl
Dated! Q/ZZQ’Z@_

| APPROVED AND SO ORDERED;

B oifEntry
. r)u.l‘nwmillpz
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ia made againgtthe Regpondent. durmg the texm of this Orday, this Order shBJI be
antomatioally axtendod until the unprotbssional condnot matter is concluded,

(15) Completion of 8l Licenge. Pefiod, . : :
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